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CONFIDENTIAL USUN NEW YORK 00838 

EXDIS 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PCAT, UNSC, IS, XF 

SUBJECT: FRENCH DENIAL OF ARMS TO SOUTH AFRICA 

REF: TEL AVIV 2936 

1 . AMBASSADOR LEONARD APPROACHED FRENCH PERMREP LEPRETTE 
ON MARCH 9 CONCERNING APPLICATION OF SC RES 418 PRO- 
HIBITING ARMS TRANSFERS TO SOUTH AFRICA. BY WAY OF INTRO- 
DUCTION. LEONARD REMARKED THAT SINCE THE PASSAGE OF SC 

RES 418 WE HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH WITH THE ISRAELIS WHOSE 
INTERPRETATION OF RES 418 PERMITS THE DELIVERY OF EQUIP- 
MENT IN EXISTING CONTRACTS. LEONARD SAID THIS WAS CLEARLY 
NOT THE US INTERPRETATION. LEPRETTE CONCURRED THAT THE 
ISRAELI INTERPRETATION WAS NOT SHARED BY FRANCE. HE ADDED 
THAT FRANCE HAS HALTED ALL ARMS SUPPLIES TO SOUTH AFRICA. 

2. LEONARD MENTIONED THAT RECENTLY WE HAVE RECEIVED 
REPORT FROM SOUTH AFRICA ALLEGING THAT FRANCE IS CONTINU- 
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ING TO SUPPLY ARMS TO SOUTH AFRICA. LEPRETTE DENIED RE- 
PORT. LEONARD SAID THAT HE ASSUMED OF COURSE THAT FRANCE 
WAS ADHERING STRICTLY TO RES 418 AND SUGGESTED THAT IT 
MIGHT BE APPROPRIATE FOR DENIAL OF ALLEGATIONS TO COME 
FROM FRENCH OFFICIAL. LEPRETTE SAID HE WAS ON HIS WAY TO 
PARIS AND WOULD TAKE UP THERE QUESTION OF A DENIAL. LE- 
PRETTE DID NOT MAKE COMMITMENT AS TO SPECI- 
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FIC ACTION GOF MIGHT TAKE. HE DID HOWEVER SEEM CONFIDENT 
THAT THERE WAS NO TRUTH IN THE REPORT. LEPRETTE UNDERSTOOD 
FRENCH DENIAL WOULD STRENGTHEN THE LEGAL AND POLITICAL 
ISOLATION OF ISRAEL CONCERNING ARMS TO SOUTH AFRICA. YOUNG 
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